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On Saturday, October 3rd hundreds of insurgents stormed 
two remote military bases near the Pakistan border in 
Afghanistan. A proper goodbye– the attack killed eight 
occupiers from Fort Carson and injured many more as they 
were preparing to relocate from rural outposts to larger bases 
in more populated areas as part of a revised strategy by 
NATO war-planners.

This attack comes as the U.S. NATO Commander in 
Afghanistan, Stanley McChrystal, urges President Barack 
Obama to add 40,000 more Amerikan occupation troops on 
top of the 68,000 already there or en route. In a speech in 
London on October 1st, McChrystal acknowledged that the 
NATO occupiers are unpopular and advocated a “counter-
insurgency” as opposed to “counter-terrorist” strategy, 
saying the latter was too narrow and would mean allowing 
Afghanistan to become “Chaos-istan.”

In reality, the U.S. and NATO are fighting a losing war: one 
of occupation waged by imperialists. Recent emphasis has 
been placed on training Afghan military and police forces to 
carry out the duties of the occupiers. However, the militarily-

imposed Afghan puppet government is also highly 
unpopular, as demonstrated by evidence of widespread fraud 
in the country’s recent elections. Saturday’s attacks were 
directed both at foreign occupation forces and those of the 
comprador state. U.S. military officials described the 
insurgents as members of “tribal militias,” a code word for 
fighters who receive support from the common Afghan rural 
masses.
[cont page 2]

Afghan Locals Give U.S. Occupiers Proper Goodbye

Amerikans Poison Chinese With E-Waste
September 6th, 2009
E-waste increasingly flows from the U.S. to the Third World. 
E-waste is made up of computers, cell phones, and other 
electronics that have been thrown away. For example, 
Amerikans throw out 133,000 computers a day and 100 
million cell phones a year. Electronics contain harmful, toxic 
materials such as lead, cadmium, mercury, chromium, and 
polyvinyl chlorides. These materials are known to cause 
cancer, brain damage, kidney disease, etc. This toxic e-waste 
is the fastest growing part of the municipal waste stream in 
the U.S.

How does e-waste get from point a to point b? There are 
dozens of corporations that are contracted to dispose of 
e-waste. One such company is Executive Recycling out of 
Englewood, Colorado. Executive Recycling promotes itself 
as an eco-friendly corporation, sponsoring Earth Day events 
and a “Go Green” campaign in Colorado, [cont page 2]              
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Those occupiers killed in Saturday’s attack did not die 
heroically or with honor. Rather, they were killed as part of 
resistance by the Afghan people to foreign occupiers and a 
puppet regime. Rather than dying for abstract ideas such as 
“freedom,” the eight troops from Colorado Springs died for 
just the opposite reason: depriving Afghans of their freedom 
by enforcing imperialist rule.

Amerikan troops serve the interest of imperialism; therefore, 
they are rightly hated everywhere people are oppressed and 
exploited by imperialism. Unlike in Colorado Springs and 
the U.S., in Afghanistan there will be no mourning for these 
eight fallen Amerikans. For the Afghan masses, they are 
simply eight more dead occupiers.

Sources:
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/10/05/world/asia/
05afghan.html
http://www.denverpost.com/search/ci_13485884
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/10/02/world/asia/
02general.html

[http://raimd.wordpress.com/2009/10/07/afghan-locals-
give-u-s-occupiers-proper-goodbye/]

for example. They are a corporation that is contracted to 
dispose of e-waste in an environmentally safe manner. The 
Executive Recycling web page even warns of the dangers to 
Amerikans that e-waste poses: “Here in Colorado, residential 
customers are not governed by law to recycle electronics; 
however by putting these items in the trash we are causing a 
larger issue, as these items leach mercury, lead, and other 
hazardous elements into our drinking water.”

So, how does Executive Recycling keep Amerikans safe 
from toxic e-waste? Rather than expose Amerikans to their 
own hazardous trash, Executive Recycling dumps it on 
Chinese. A recent story by the news journal 60 Minutes 
documents how toxic materials are shipped by Executive 

Recycling, and other First World recycling companies, from 
Amerika to destinations in China.
One destination is Guiyu, China. It is a city with a growing 
population, where peasants have come after being driven off 
the land. The ex-peasants breakdown and burn old computers 
and other electronics. They earn a few dollars a day dealing 
with highly toxic materials without protective equipment. 
They report that their lungs burn and they have trouble 
breathing. Their skin is damaged with scars and burns. The 
local water has become undrinkable. Drinking water has to 
be trucked in. Guiyu has the highest level of cancer-causing 
dioxins in the world. Seven out of ten children have too much 
lead in their blood. Miscarriages are six times more likely 
there.

The Amerikan high-tech lifestyle produces poisons that are 
forced upon the impoverished peoples of the Third World. 
Not only do Third World peoples slave away in factories 
producing consumer goods for Amerikans for pennies an 
hour, Third World peoples also have to recycle Amerikans’ 
toxic trash. Capitalist-imperialism poisons Third World 
peoples in order to maintain the Amerikan way of life. This 
is yet another example of how the First World lives on the 
backs of the Third World, exporting the cost of its lifestyle 
to the majority of the world’s people.

Amerikans have help in poisoning the Chinese population. 
The Chinese state turns a blind eye. In the 1970’s, Chinese 
self-determination and independent socialist development 
was replaced with brutal comprador capitalism. Today, the 
Chinese state sells the labor and health of its people to 
imperialism in order to make a buck. The First World and its 
Third World lackeys will continue to ruin the lives of Third 
World peoples until imperialism is defeated, until Third 
World peoples seize control of their own destinies.

Source: http://www.cbsnews.com/video/watch/
?id=4586903n

[http://raimd.wordpress.com/2009/09/06/amerikan-e-waste-
poisons-chinese/]

Goodbye Occupiers cont

E-Waste cont

What Other People Are Saying:
They had signs that read, “I hate the USA”

and “Victory to Afghanistan.” 

They brought an Unkle Sam piñata
and beat it with a shoe.

They shouted through a megaphone,
“occupier go home,” and “your dad is a racist” 

G Richard Sabell, president of Denver Kolumbus Day Parade KKKommitee

[read more about it, page 13]
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Real Vs. Fake Universal Healthcare for Women
Sept. 28th, 2009
By Monkey Smashes Heaven
The debate over “universal healthcare” 
dominates the political landscape in the 
US. Obama’s administration and the 
Democratic Party have committed 
themselves to healthcare reform. This 
has caused a firestorm, splitting 
Amerikans on the issue. Michelle 
Obama has stepped into the fray over 
Amerikan healthcare reform. The first 
lady’s presence in the debate brings 
attention to the implications of 
healthcare reform for women. 
Amerikan feminists argue that 
“universal healthcare” is a feminist 
issue because women are 
disproportionately affected by the costs 
of the current system. Even though 
women make up the majority of the 
population in the US, recent polls 
indicate that most Amerikans oppose 
“universal healthcare” as it is currently 
being advanced by the Democrats. 

However, the reality is that all 
Amerikans, even Obama, oppose real 
universal healthcare. This is because 
real universal healthcare means health 
care for all of humanity, not just 
Amerikans. Real universal healthcare 
means focusing on those who need 
healthcare most. It means addressing 
the health issues of those in the Third 
World who have little or no healthcare 
at all. 
 
Real universal healthcare would 
address the plight of Third World 
women. Third World women suffer in 
great numbers from conditions that 
hardly exist in the First World. First 
World so-called feminists shrilly 
advocate expanded healthcare for 
Amerikan women but are silent about 
those who truly need health care reform. 

Vaginal fistulas are a prime example of 
the disparity between the healthcare 

available to First and Third World 
women. Vaginal fistulas are tears in the 
vaginal lining resulting from 
complications during childbirth. This 
can cause urine and feces to leak from 
the vagina or chronic incontinence. An 
estimated two million women in the 
Third World suffer from vaginal 
fistulas, with an additional 50,000 to 
100,000 occurrences a year. With 
proper obstetric care this is a highly 
treatable and preventable medical 
condition. Most women in Africa have 
little or no access to such care. Often 
help, most needed during a prolonged 
and painful labor, is several days walk 
and unaffordable. However, vaginal 
fistulas in the First World are almost 
unheard of. Women in the First World 
have easy access to basic levels of care 
that prevent and treat such conditions.

Another reproductive health issue that 
plagues women [cont page 4]

A historical narrative which singles out capitalist-
imperialism is important. Thus we are republishing this 
article by political writer, Stephen Gowans. In it, Gowans 
correctly points to US pressure as being the root cause of 
plight in northern Korea. Gowans has a decent track record 
of exposing imperialism's international role. However, we 
encourage him to take a clarified position on the role of the 
bourgeoisified masses within imperialist countries. 
Sept. 3rd 2009
By Stephen Gowans
Laura Ling and Euna Lee, the U.S. journalists who snuck 
into north Korea and were captured, tried and sentenced by 
north Korean authorities, have recounted their story in the 
September 1st edition of The Los Angeles Times. Their 
op-ed piece is more a propaganda offensive aimed at 
vilifying north Korea (and excusing their crime) than an 
honest account of their ordeal.

The journalists, freed last month after former U.S. president 
Bill Clinton flew to Pyongyang to arrange their release, 
acknowledged that they entered north Korea illegally, a 
charge U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton originally 
dismissed as baseless. The U.S. media, acting in its 
accustomed role as unofficial propaganda apparatus of the 
U.S. government, accepted Clinton’s claim, never wondering 
whether the charges were indeed baseless or how Clinton 
could know one way or the other.

But while admitting their actions were illegal, the two 
journalists nevertheless sought to extenuate their guilt. 
“There were no signs marking the international border, no 
fences, no barbed wire,” they wrote, suggesting they 
stumbled innocently into north Korea, and that part of the 
blame lies with north Korea for failing [cont page 4] 

U.S. Journalists Ling and Lee Ignore the Role of U.S. Policy in Impoverishing North Korea
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in the Third World, particularly Africa, 
is HIV/AIDS. Women in sub-Saharan 
Africa are disproportionately affected 
by the virus: 12 million women were 
reported living with the virus in 2007 
while approximatley 127,000 women in 
the U.S. were infected in 2005. 
Management and treatment of HIV/
AIDS is similarly disproportionate. 
Risk of mother-to-child transfer of HIV/
AIDS can be mitigated in the First 
World by the administration of anti-
retroviral drugs which are rarely 
available to women of the Third World. 
Testing and prophylactics are widely 
available in Amerika, slowing the rate 
of infection, whereas sub-Saharan 
Africans have limited access to such 
preventative measures. Women in the 
First World have access to preventative 
measures that have kept the number of 

women affected by the virus relatively 
low. Post-infection care has greatly  
improved the prospects of those few 
women who are infected in the First 
World. Women of the Third World 
have severely limited access to 
preventative measures and post-
infection care and are suffering in great 
numbers. 

Imperialist exploitation allows for 
women in the First World to have first-
rate access to reproductive medicine 
while the women in the Third World are 
denied basic levels of care. Sub-
Saharan Africa, and the rest of the Third 
World, has been ravaged by 
imperialism and the people are left 
hungry and poor. Real feminists and 
advocates of universal healthcare place 
a priority on the healthcare of  the 

peoples of the Third World. The 
superior health care available to First 
World women comes at the high cost of 
compromised health of women in the 
Third World. 
Sources
1. http://newsforums.bbc.co.uk/nol/
thread.jspa?forumID=6941&edition=2
&ttl=20090903070545
2. http://newsforums.bbc.co.uk/nol/
thread.jspa?forumID=6941&edition=2
&ttl=20090903070545
3. http://www.endfistula.org/
q_a.htm#q6
4. http://www.avert.org/women.htm

[http://
monkeysmashesheaven.wordpress.com
/2009/09/28/real-versus-fake-
universal-health-care-for-women/]

Real Vs Fake Universal Healthcare for Women cont

mark its border clearly. They also suggested that their 
guide had ‘set them up.’

But it’s clear the two journalists (a third, cameraman Mitch 
Goss, eluded capture) knew they had crossed an 
international border. They were led by a seasoned Korean 
Chinese guide who knew the terrain. And they recognized 
that the frozen Tumen River, which they walked across, 
marked the frontier. When “our guide beckoned for us to 
follow him beyond the middle of the river” (i.e., the 
international border) “we did, eventually arriving at the 
riverbank on the North Korean side,” the pair wrote.

Ling and Lee had travelled to the area to interview what 
they called “several North Korean defectors – women who 
had left poverty and repression in their homeland.” The 
designation of the women, economic migrants, as 
‘defectors’ (are Mexicans who cross the Rio Grande 
‘defectors’?) is a standard practice of Western journalists 
seeking to vilify an ideological enemy. So too is the 
obligatory reference to ‘repression.’

Yet while the journalists invoked hoary anti-communist 
shibboleths, they failed to cite even the flimsiest evidence 
the women were fleeing repression, noting only that “most 
of the North Koreans we spoke with said they were fleeing 
poverty and food shortages.”

Indeed, it is poverty, not political repression, which 
compels north Koreans to leave their country. They leave 
in search of a better life elsewhere, just as poverty compels 
countless Latin Americans to migrate [cont page 5]          

N Korea cont

Oct 26th, 2009
Last September, U.S.-based Yum! Brands, the world's largest 
restaurant company and parent of KFC, Pizza Hut, Taco Bell, 
Long John Silver's and A&W fast food chains, launched its 
annual World Hunger Relief campaign. Touted as part of a 
commitment to ending global hunger, this new campaign 
provides a sense of charity and progressiveness the Yum!'s true 
purpose, making money by selling over-valued, though 
inexpensive junk food to people in the First World.

The money raised will go to the UN's World Food Programme. 
Founded in 1963, the WFP has thus far failed in providing a 
solution to hunger or ending its root causes. Today, though 
hunger is growing and with it malnourishment and starvation, 
the WFP itself claims to be under funded. Yum! cites this as a 
reason why its World Hunger Relief campaign is "even more 
crucial this year."

At face value, Yum!'s concern for world hunger is a farce. In 
2007 and 2008, Yum! says its raised $36 million for the self 
described cash-strapped WFP. Yum! continues by patting itself 
on the back for pledging to raise at least $80 million over the 
next five years, or $2 million less each year.  

Rather than ending the causes of hunger, Yum! Brands and the 
UN World Food Programme mitigate it through pittances. Both 
admit it in round about ways. "Every U.S. dollar raised will 
provide four meals for hungry children," Yum! states. In 
reality, meal rations will not end hunger because hunger today 
has structural causes. [cont page 5]

Yum! Brands Launches World
Hunger Relief Campaign,
Doesn’t Really Care
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to the United States, many illegally, 
also in search of a better life.

Ling and Lee failed to ask, or indeed to 
illuminate, why north Koreans are poor 
and short of food in the first place, 
implying, in the standard U.S. media 
fashion, that north Korea’s command 
economy has failed north Koreans. The 
real reason has much to do with U.S. 
foreign policy.

Korea scholar Bruce Cumings explains 
that north Korea “has been sanctioned 
since 1950, when the Korean War 
began. It’s been isolated by the United 
States since the regime was formed in 
1948.” [1] Why? According to David 
Straub, director of the U.S. State 
Department’s Korea desk from 2002 to 
2004, “North Korea’s closed economic 
and social system means the country 
has virtually nothing of value to offer 
the United States.” [2] U.S. policy since 
1948 has been to pressure north Korea 
militarily and economically to open its 
doors to U.S. exports, investments and 
military bases. Pyongyang has, 
however, successfully resisted 
Washington’s pressure, remaining 
closed to U.S. domination, and 
therefore remaining of virtually no 

value to the U.S. corporate class. As a 
consequence, it is an object of U.S. 
enmity.

Despite being sanctioned, north Korea 
managed to rebuild after the Korean 
War (the U.S. Air Force flattened every 
structure in the country over one story) 
and was able to grow economically at a 
faster pace than south Korea, until the 
mid 1980s. And this despite the reality 
that south Korea received huge 
injections of aid from the United States 
and Japan, while Pyongyang received 
far less from the Soviet Union and 
China.

A major set-back came when the 
socialist bloc collapsed. North Korea 
was deprived of its markets, and this 
eliminated counter-pressure against the 
West’s sanctions. Now, the sanctions 
bit more deeply.

On top of economic warfare, north 
Korea faced increasing U.S. military 
hostility. Tens of thousands of U.S. 
troops were stationed on Korean soil, 
and continue to be stationed there, while 
40,000 more are deployed in nearby 
Japan. U.S. warships patrol the 
country’s maritime borders, and U.S. 

warplanes fly menacingly close to its 
airspace. Washington introduced 
battlefield nuclear weapons into the 
Korean peninsula soon after the war, 
and while claiming the weapons have 
since been withdrawn, refuses to 
renounce the first strike use of strategic 
nuclear weapons against north Korea – 
and refused even before Pyongyang 
acquired its own nuclear weapons 
capability. The principal reason north 
Korea embarked on a program of 
nuclear proliferation is to deter U.S. 
nuclear aggression. Had the U.S. 
Strategic Command not announced in 
the early 1990s that, with the Soviet 
Union having collapsed, it was re-
targeting some of its missiles on north 
Korea, Pyongyang might never have 
withdrawn from the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty.

North Korea hasn’t been the only 
country to face Washington’s hostile 
treatment. What Felix Greene wrote in 
1970 of China and Cuba, remains true 
of north Korea today.

    “The United States imposed a 100 
percent embargo on trade with these 
countries; she employs great pressure to 
prevent her allies [cont page 8]         

North Korea cont

Instead of tractors being sent to the poor 
farmers in Africa, they are sent to Israel 
to tear down Palestinian homes or to 
other countries to build "Special 
Economic Zones," sweatshop 
compounds, on former farm lands. 
Whilst 1 billion people live in chronic 
hunger and a child dies of starvation 
every five seconds, Taco Bell and Pizza 
Hut are never short on food for First 
World consumers. A global 
relationship is at play here, 
imperialism, which is the root cause of 
hunger today.

Companies such as Yum! make money 
by selling over-valued, yet inexpensive 
convenience food to exploiters. They 
couldn't run their business without the 
massive profits brought into the First 
World from the Third, resulting in 
widespread poverty. [cont page 13] 

Yum! cont
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Aug. 21st, 2008
There has been recent interest in the news lately on a report 
by the liberal activist group Toward Freedom around what 
has been dubbed the “Playstation War.” It describes how the 
demand for a key metal used in the Sony Playstation 2 video 
game console was a driving force in the ongoing wars in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC).  Stories about the 
demand for this metal, called coltan, and the wars behind it 
in sub-Saharan Africa, are nothing new (1). What is new 
about this report is that it links one specific consumer 
product to this conflict.

The Playstation video game console, like others on the 
market, is solely used for leisure and entertainment. Priced 
for hundreds of dollars and purchased by consumers in 
Amerika and other First World nations, the Playstation is a 
byproduct of the leisure time and disposable income 
available to Amerikans. Along with the console itself there 
are thousands of video games that are made for it, along with 
fan magazines and websites. According to the Entertainment 
Software Association video game sales reached $9.5 billion 
in 2007, and tens of thousands of people are employed in this 
industry to meet consumer demands (2). The indirect 
economics in terms of research and development, sales, 
advertising, and marketing are also vast. Video games are 
just one byproduct of imperialist parasitism, and in the case 
of the Playstation it is a direct contributor to war and suffering.

Imperialism is a system based upon exploitation and war. 
The production cycle of the Playstation illustrates the rabid 
bloodshed and exploitation imperialism brings, and the 
parasitism that it feeds in the core imperialist nations.

The African World War and the Playstation

The conflict known as Africa’s World War has involved 
eight nations and over 25 militias. It has killed and displaced 
millions of people over a ten year period, and its effects still 

linger today. According to Toward Freedom, this war also 
became known as the Playstation War. They state:

    “The name came about because of a black metallic ore 
called coltan. Extensive evidence shows that during the war 
hundreds of millions of dollars worth of coltan was stolen 
from the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). The UN and 
several NGOs claim some of the most active thieves were the 
Rwandan military, several militias supported by the 
Rwandan government, and also a number of western-based 
mining companies, metal brokers, and metal processors that 
had allegedly partnered with these Rwandan factions…. And 
while allegations of plundering coltan from a nation in 
desperate need of revenue seem bad enough, the UN also 
discovered that Rwandan troops and rebels were using 
prisoners-of-war and children to mine for the “black gold.”

    “Kids in Congo were being sent down mines to die so that 
kids in Europe and America could kill imaginary aliens in 
their living rooms,” said British politician Oona King, who 
was a Member of Parliament from 1997 to 2005.”(3).

Coltan is used to make the metal tantalum, which in turn is 
used to make capacitors for tiny electronic devices. Up to 
eighty percent of the world’s coltan reserves lie in the DRC 
(4). Hundreds of millions of dollars worth of this metal has 
been stolen from the DRC during this war in order to satisfy 
the growing demand for electronic items like cell phones, 
laptops, I-Pods, and video games.

The report links the demand for the Playstation in 2000 to a 
spike in the price of coltan. At the same time the Rwandan 
military and its allied militias forcefully took over land in 
DRC that had coltan mines. A United Nations investigation 
alleged Western mining companies:

    “…directly and indirectly fueled the war, paralyzing the 
DRC government, and [used] the conflict to keep the coltan 
flowing cheaply out of the Congo. Some companies were 
also accused by the UN of aligning with elements of the 
warring parties.”

Toward Freedom further states:

    “David Barouski, a researcher and journalist from 
Wisconsin, says it is certain that the coltan from this conflict 
is also in SONY video game consoles across the world. 
‘Sony’s PlayStation 2 launch (spring of 2000) was a big part 
of the huge increase in demand for coltan that began in early 
1999,’ said Barouski, who has witnessed the chaos of eastern 
DRC firsthand.”

Sony of course engages in plausible deniability, saying it 
cannot really know where everything it manufactures comes 
from. Really, gee whiz. 

Your Playstation Has 
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Congo’s Long History of Meddling Imperialists

The DRC has one of the lowest per capita incomes in the 
world, despite being so rich in mineral resources. The cause 
of this contradiction is its long history of being a victim of 
imperialist intervention. It has long been a site of theft, 
plunder, and murder by U.$. and Western imperialism. It was 
once known as the Belgian Congo, named after its former 
colonial strangler. It achieved independence from Belgium 
in 1961. Its first leader after independence was Patrice 
Lumumba, who described 80 years of colonial oppression as 
a “humiliating slavery which was imposed upon us by force” 
(5). Lumumba, a national leader too independent for U.$. 
imperial interests, became a victim of an assassination 
orchestrated by the CIA and Belgian intelligence shortly 
after he took power. He was replaced by a subservient 
kleptocracy led by Gen. Joseph Mobutu, head of the national 
army. Mobutu and his cronies went on to steal billions from 
the nation he renamed Zaire, while starving millions of its 
citizens. Mobutu also allowed the CIA free use of the country 
as a proxy to destabilize the rest of the region for U.$. 
interests against the USSR during the Cold War.

After the Cold War ended Mobutu was of no use to the 
imperialists, and was finally overthrown in 1997. His 
replacement also became a pawn of the imperialists. The 
nation, renamed the Democratic Republic of Congo, was led 
by president Kabila, who made deals with Western and 
Amerikan mining companies for access to its valuable mines. 
He had the backing of neighboring armies who wanted in on 
its resources. The five-year war that officially ended in 2003 
was known as the African World War, the deadliest war 
since World War II. So far over 5 million people have died 
as a result. This is just one symptom of the long legacy of 
imperialism in this region.

Who Plays, Who Works? Electronic Sweatshops

Like almost all consumer products, the Playstation and other

electronics are manufactured in Third World sweatshops that 
take advantage of cheap labor and few regulations.

News reports state that Sony is contracting with Foxcomm, 
a Taiwanese contractor with factories based in China, to 
build their new Playstation 3 (6). Other reports about 
Foxcomm factories that assembled the iPods give an 
indication of the conditions that these toys are made in. One 
factory in China has 200,000 workers, and advertises for 
workers over age 16 (7):

    “Inside Longhua, workers labor a 15-hour day building 
iPods, for which they usually earn about $50 per month. 
When they’re not on the assembly lines, they live in secluded 
dormitories that each house 100 people and prohibit visitors 
from the outside world. The workers are allowed ‘a few 
possessions; and a ‘bucket to wash their clothes.’”

From one worker:

    “We have to work too hard and I am always tired. It’s like 
being in the army,’ Zang Lan, one of the workers at Longhua, 
told the Mail. ‘They make us stand still for hours. If we move 
we are punished by being made to stand still for longer. The 
boys are made to do pushups’.”

The report states the iPod Nano is assembled in a five-story 
factory that is secured by armed police officers. The super-
slim digital music player is said to include over 400 parts 
which arrive from component manufacturers all over the 
world (8).

Another factory in Suzhou, Shanghai that manufactures iPod 
shuffles is completely surrounded by barbed wire. The 
workers take home $99 a month, with half of that income 
going to food and shelter. The factory advertises for women 
workers, because it considers them more honest. China, now 
under capitalist imperialist exploitation, is touted for its “low 
wages, long hours and industrial secrecy, [making] the 
country attractive to business, especially as increased 
competition and consumer expectations force companies to 
deliver products at lower prices (9).”

The End Game

    “Amerikan imperialism takes the products created by the 
exploited labor of the Third World and passes it off to 
Amerika’s aristocratic ‘workers.’ From here, Amerikan 
‘workers’ are overpaid to basically tinker around with the 
products before they are sold. In turn, Amerikan ‘workers’ 
use their inflated wages to buy these products, thus making 
possible the final realization of profit for the overall system. 
In this manner, Amerika uses global exploitation to keep its 
domestic mall economy afloat and enable its existence as an 
entire nation of parasites.”  -Parasitism: The Economics of 
Imperialism (RAIMD) (10) [cont page 8]

Real Blood On It
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Amerika’s economy is a service economy. The wealth of this 
country comes from the exploitation of resources and labor 
from outside of its borders, all so Amerikans can live overly 
comfortable lives. The Playstation is no exception. Millions 
have died and billions suffer for your entertainment. The 
world’s majority won’t stand for it for too much longer.

Amerikan imperialism will lose in the end. So join with the 
world’s oppressed majority and become a revolutionary 
anti-imperialist. It’ll be more fun than your Playstation 
anyway!

Sources:

1). http://www.projectcensored.org/top-stories/articles/5-high-
tech-genocide-in-congo
2). http://www.theesa.com/facts/index.asp
3). Lasker, John. “Inside Africa’s Playstation War.” Toward 
Freedom, July 08, 2008. http://towardfreedom.com/home/
content/view/1352/1. All info on the DRC and Playstations, 
except noted, is from the Toward Freedom article.
4). http://sitemaker.umich.edu/section002group3/
coltan_mining_in_democratic_republic_of _the_congo
5). http://www.globalpolicy.org/empire/history/2007/
0627kinshasa.htm
6). http://www.mydigitallife.info/2007/09/18/sony-appointed-
foxconn-for-ps3-console-manufacturing/
7). http://www.appleinsider.com/articles/06/06/12/
ipod_city_inside_apples_ipod_factories.html
8). Ibid.
9). Ibid.
10). http://raimd.wordpress.com/2007/06/22/parasitism-the-
economics-of-imperialism/

[http://raimd.wordpress.com/2008/08/21/your-playstation-
has-real-blood-on-it/]

Playstation contNorth Korea cont
from trading with them; she arms and finances their enemies; 
she harasses their shipping; she threatens them with atomic 
missiles which she announces are pre-targeted and pre-
programmed to destroy their major cities; her spy ships prowl 
just beyond these countries’ legal territorial waters; her 
reconnaissance planes fly constantly over their territory. And 
having done all in their power to disrupt these countries’ 
efforts to rebuild their societies by means of blockades to 
prevent essential goods from reaching them, any temporary 
difficulties and setbacks these countries may encounter are 
magnified and exaggerated and presented as proof that a 
socialist revolutionary government is ‘unworkable’.” [3]

Faced with much larger, hostile adversaries (south Korea’s 
military budget is many times larger than north Korea’s) 
Pyongyang has been forced to channel a crushingly large 
percentage of its meagre budget into defense. With scarce 
resources going to the military, productive investments can’t 
be made. That, in combination with sanctions and financial 
isolation, has meant poverty for millions of north Koreans.

The United States used the same strategy against the Soviet 
Union. The Reagan administration spent massively on an 
arms build-up in the 1980s in an effort to spend the Soviet 
Union into bankruptcy. [4] As the Soviets struggled to keep 
pace, their more limited resources were diverted increasingly 
into arms spending. Improvements in living standards were 
slowed and investment and consumption expenditures were 
forced to take a back seat to military outlays. U.S. cold 
warrior Robert McNamara explained the strategy.

    “The Soviet Union came out of the Second World War with 
a brilliant military victory. With heavy casualty and high 
economic expenditure…this country had three priorities for 
its plan after the war. 1. Renewing the country’s infrastructure 
completely so the Soviet people could reach the promise of 
communism; 2. Rebuilding and renewing the country’s 
defense in the face of the stalking capitalist world; 3. Gaining 
new friends in the world, especially in Eastern Europe and 
the Third World…

    “If the United States succeeds in engaging the Soviet 
Union in an arms race, then all these plans would go out the 
window…Our goal was very simple: the second priority 
would, if possible, replace the first priority. In other words, 
first increasing the military expenditure and last, improving 
the people’s standard of living…and of course this would 
affect the third priority as well.

    “What is the meaning of this? It means that if the Soviet 
Union is dragged into an arms race and a massive portion of 
its budget, 40 percent if possible, is allocated to this 
purpose,then a lesser amount would be left for improving the 
people’s lives, and therefore, the dream of communism, 
which so many people are awaiting around the world, would 
be postponed and the friends of the Soviet Union and the 
supporters of the idea of communism would have to wait a 

long time…On the basis of this calculation, the arms race 
may even threaten Soviet ideology in Moscow.” [5] 

With few [nominally-ed.] socialist countries left, and Cuba 
and north Korea struggling with poverty, the received 
doctrine is that socialism is unworkable. But as author 
William Blum points out,
 “…every socialist experiment of any significance in the 
twentieth century — without exception — was either 
overthrown, invaded, corrupted, perverted, subverted, 
destabilized, or otherwise had life made impossible for it, by 
the United States and its allies.

    “Not one socialist government or movement — from the 
Russian Revolution to the Sandinistas in Nicaragua, from 
Communist China to the FMLN in El Salvador — not one 
was permitted to rise or fall solely on its own merits; not one 
was left secure enough to drop its guard against the all-
powerful enemy abroad and freely and fully relax control at 
home.
[cont page 9]
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Harvest Season Means Forced Labor for Uzbek Children
Sept, 24th, 2009
Every September, hundreds of 
thousands of Uzbek children begin two 
months of forced labor in the country’s 
cotton fields. Receiving almost nothing 
in wages and acting in accordance with 
state mandate, schools are closed and 
children become virtual slaves as the 
harvest season rolls in.

In the fields, children as young as seven 
are forced to meet extreme quotas with 
little opportunities for rest. Conditions 
are described as squalid and food 
inadequate. They earn a few pennies per 
kilo of cotton and wage deductions are 
made for transportation and food costs. 
At the end of the harvest season they are 
left exhausted and often in poor health. 
Teachers are conscripted into becoming 
overseers and also work in the fields in 
order to meet production quotas. 
Children make up only about half of the 
harvest season labor force and farmers, 
forced to grow the export crop,  have it 
little better. As one Uzbek farmer 
describes it, “being a cotton farmer here 
is like hanging between life and death. 
The government controls our lives very 
tightly. If we don’t obey, we’ll end up 
in trouble. All we want is freedom. And 
the state is punishing us for wanting 
freedom.”

Uzbekistan’s state-administered cotton 
industry has also taken its toll on the 

environment. With the heavy irrigation 
demands for the cash crop, the Aral Sea, 
once a climate modifying feature in the 
region, is at 15% of its former volume. 
As a result, salinity has multiplied, 
killing 24 species of native fish and 
wiping out Uzbekistan’s commercial 
fishing industry. The cotton fields 
themselves have been overirrigated and 
suffer from high levels of soil salinity 
and erosion. Cotton monoculture has 
left Uzbekistan’s formerly prosperous 
lands increasingly infertile, sometimes 
to the point of abandonment. The heavy 
use of pesticides has compounded the 
environmental problem and led to

increased rates of birth defects and 
genetic mutations.

Uzbekistan is the world’s second largest
exporter of cotton, shipping 800,000 
metric tons overseas. The comprador 
Uzbek state maintains a monopoly on 
the export of cotton. With a barely paid, 
seasonally captive workforce, much of 
the income from the cotton is not used 
in future development projects or as 
part of social welfare programs but 
instead props up a small parasitic elite 
which make up the Third World regime. 
The cotton which is not exported is sent 
to Uzbekistan’s small [cont page 10]

North Korea cont    “It’s as if the Wright brothers’ first experiments with flying 
machines all failed because the automobile interests 
sabotaged each test flight. And then the good and god-
fearing folk of the world looked upon these catastrophes, 
nodded their heads wisely, and intoned solemnly: 
Humankind shall never fly.” [6] 

“North Korea is the most sanctioned nation in the world,” 
noted then U.S. president George W. Bush in 2008, adding 
that it would remain the most sanctioned nation on earth for 
some time. [7] Is it any wonder north Koreans are poor and 
short of food?

While the causes of north Korea’s difficulties are partly 
endogenous, they are largely exogenous. In an effort to 
discredit socialism and create the impression that it is 
misguided and unworkable, anti-communist ideologues 
attribute all of north Korea’s difficulties to internal factors, 
deliberately ignoring the larger external causes. Ling and Lee 

portray themselves as motivated by humanitarian concern 
over the plight of impoverished and hungry north Koreans, 
seeking only to bring their hardships to light. But if they were 
genuinely galvanized to bring relief to north Koreans, they 
would have trained their sights on the anti-north Korea 
policies their own government has implemented, rather than 
blaming the victim. Poor and hungry north Koreans aren’t 
sneaking across the border into China because they’re 
repressed, and they’re not poor and hungry because 
socialism is incapable of providing for their material needs. 
Prior to the collapse of the socialist bloc, north Korea was a 
rapidly industrializing country that left U.S. State 
Department planners in despair that their south Korean neo-
colony would never catch up. [8] North Korea’s problems 
are not related to socialism. Indeed, it is far more likely the 
case that north Korea’s socialism [sic] has mitigated its 
externally-imposed difficulties. North [cont page 10] 
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 domestic textile industry, made up of joint ventures between 
the Uzbek state and foreign investors.

According to Steve Trent, Executive Director of the 
Environmental Justice Foundation, “We have witnessed the 
forced use of children in Uzbekistan’s cotton fields and seen 
the conditions they work in. At the same time we have seen 
how a small, corrupt, ruling elite denies these facts and 
continues to be the main beneficiary of the cash the child 
labor earns Uzbekistan.” While forced child labor is 
undoubtedly a regular feature in the country’s cotton 
industry, Trent and the Environmental Justice Foundation are 
missing the larger picture.

Most of Uzbeck’s cotton is exported. The Uzbek state 
actually sells the cotton at 85% of the global market price and 
43% of it is sent to Asian textile mills. There young adults, 
often women, endure conditions which are scarcely better 
than that of the common Uzbek. Produced under similar 
conditions of comprador capitalism, the final product is then 
exported to imperialist countries where it enters consumer 
markets. While various Third World puppet regimes may 
reap some of the benefits of vast pools of virtually captive 
people, most of it is passed along.

After cotton is harvested and spun into textiles under brutal 
conditions of comprador capitalism, the finished goods 
finally enter First World consumer markets. There, First 
World business realizes massive profits from simply selling 
the products of Third World labor to First World consumers. 
Also, First World workers benefit: their high wages enable 
them to purchase vast quantities of goods, something that 
would not be possible without the super exploitation of Third 
World workers. In the grand scheme of things, the Uzbek 
state is a minor player. It is the imperialist First World which 
is the main culprit: through its exploitative workings of 
global scale, it demands cheap commodities produced under 
conditions of virtual slavery.

Those who benefit from Uzbek forced child labor, the Uzbek 
comprador elite and the First World, are a global minority. In 
contrast, the Uzbek masses are part of a larger majority, the 
vast Third World masses. According the the Environmental 
Justice Foundation, 250 million children around the world 
are compelled to work, presumably in commodity exchange 
industries. Adding to this are the world’s exploited adults, 
those languishing in vast urban slums and subsistence 
communities under constant threat of being kicked off the 
land. Together, the vast Third World masses pose a serious 
threat to the system: they carry great potential and a historical 
responsibility.

Today, the most long term solution to the problem of forced 
child labor is an end to the system which demands it, 
capitalist-imperialism. Organized along their combined 
interest, those currently at the bottom of the global order are 

Korea’s problems have been largely created by Washington, 
whose goal since W.W.II has been the domination of the 
Korean peninsula in its entirety, and the destruction of pro-
independence forces within.

1. “North Korea warns of new tests as nuclear standoff 
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3. Felix Greene, The Enemy: What Every American Should 
Know about Imperialism, Vintage, New York, 1970, p. 292.
4. Sean Gervasi, “A full court press: The destabilization of 
the Soviet Union,” Covert Action Quarterly, Fall 1990, 21 – 
26. 14.
5. Robert McNamara, cited in Bahman Azad, Heroic 
Struggle, Bitter Defeat: Factors Contributing to the 
Dismantling of the Socialist State in the USSR, International 
Publishers, New York, 2000, p. 138
6. William Blum, “The Anti-Empire Report,” September 2, 
2009. http://killinghope.org/bblum6/aer73.html
7. The New York Times, July 6, 2008.
8. Bruce Cumings, Korea’s Place in the Sun: A Modern 
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[http://gowans.wordpress.com/2009/09/03/vilifying-the-
victim-u-s-journalists-ling-and-lee-ignore-the-role-of-u-s-
policy-in-impoverishing-north-korea/]

Uzbek Cotton cont

North Korea cont

key to destroying it and building anew. By organizing those 
who have nothing to lose, Uzbek children and farmers, 
Chinese factory workers and the vast Third World masses, 
around a radical program of class war and liberation, and by 
supporting each others’ struggles against the imperialist 
system, peoples everywhere can find freedom.

The struggle to build a new world can only take place 
alongside advances of the oppressed over the course of class 
warfare. Only through a revolutionary movement of the 
Third World masses will children everywhere have a future 
of peace, freedom, prosperity and equality.

Sources:

http://www.ejfoundation.org/pdf/
white_gold_the_true_cost_of_cotton.pdf
http://www.newint.org/columns/currents/2009/07/01/
uzbekistan/
http://www.ethicalcorp.com/content.asp?ContentID=5409

[http://raimd.wordpress.com/2009/09/24/harvest-season-
means-forced-labor-for-uzbek-children/]
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Guatemala in Food Crisis, Revolution is the Solution
Sept. 20th, 2009
By Monkey Smashes Heaven
Guatemala is experiencing a food crisis. It has been so severe 
that the President announced a “state of public calamity” 
declared in order to tackle food shortages. President Álvaro 
Colom Caballeros said the nation’s food problems are the 
result of a major drought this year, global warming, and the 
international economic crisis, and he also citied the nation’s 
“history of unfairness that has made Guatemala live since 
long ago with high and shameful poverty levels, extreme 
poverty and undernutrition.”

This crisis is a major problem because of the extent of 
starvation affecting the country. The United Nations World 
Food Program states that nearly 50 percent of Guatemala’s 
children under 5 years of age suffer from chronic 
undernutrition, also known as stunting. Guatemala has the 
highest rate of chronic malnutrition in Latin America and the 
Caribbean, and the fourth highest rate in the world.

In an online journal on BBC, Lida Escobar, a field monitor 
for the WFP, gives a first-hand account of what she is 
experiencing:

    “In the eastern city of Jalapa I was astonished by what I 
saw. There were many many children with severe 
malnutrition problems. We found 22 children with marasmus 
and kwashiorkor [two nutrient deficiency diseases] in the 
hospital.  Kwashiorkor is a type of malnutrition in which the 
children swell because they retain liquids because of protein 
deficiency. Their hair can also become discoloured and they 
develop some skin lesions. Marasmus is another form of 
malnutrition in which the skin barely covers the bones 
because of a protein and calories deficiency. The children 
become very thin, lose hair and can become very irritable.”

The food crisis affects the majority of the country not for lack 
of food but due to the extent of poverty preventing people 
from obtaining food. As stated by President Colum, the crisis 
is more about a lack of monetary resources than food. “There 
is food, what is lacking is the money for the affected people 
to buy food,” Mr Colom said. “We are not going to wait until 
we’ve reached starvation levels to act.” 

According to the World Bank, about 75 percent of 
Guatemalans live below the poverty level, and 58 percent of 
the population work for incomes below the extreme poverty 
level. The poverty level is defined as income below which to 
acquire basic goods and services, and extreme poverty is 
defined as that needed to purchase a basic basket of food. 
Income restrictions limit access to an adequate diet for many 
Guatemalans. The minimum wage covers about 75 percent 
of the basic food basket.

About 40 percent of the nation’s more than 13.2 million 
citizens are indigenous Mayans. Poverty is even more 

widespread among the indigenous populations, long 
exploited and oppressed by colonialism, and who live in 
more rural areas. In the highland areas of this mountainous 
country, where many indigenous people live, seven out of 10 
children under age 5 are malnourished.  The national health 
services only cover about 60 percent of the country; most 
rural areas lack water and sanitation systems. 

The history of Guatemala is that of colonialism, neo-
colonialism, and exploitation. First colonized by Spanish 
conquistador Pedro de Alvarado after defeating the 
indigenous Maya in 1524, it became independent from Spain 
in 1821 when it became part of the Mexican empire.  Later 
Guatemala gained its own independence in 1839. It became 
ruled by a succession of conservative dictators who turned 
the country into a plantation for coffee and other food 
exports for rich nations at the expense of the majority 
Guatemalans. In 1951 social democrat Jacobo Arbenz 
Guzmán became president, implementing mild land reforms 
and other social programs, which angered US corporate 
interests and the Guatemalan elites. A CIA-orchestrated coup 
in 1953 overthrew Arbenz and led to a succession of right 
wing military governments that operated as a mafia state, 
engaged in death squad activity that massacred indigenous 
rebels. A civil war that ran for 36 years led to the deaths of 
over 200,000 civilians, which a UN-initiated truth 
commission blamed the military for 93 percent of the deaths. 
Most of those responsible for the genocide have not been 
brought to justice.

Class struggles continues in Guatemala. For example, the 
military was found out to have kidnapped hundreds of 
children for sale to adoption to First World families.

The crisis of Guatemala, like much of the Third World, is one 
of imperialism. While the First World “left” searches in vain 
for their First World, revolutionary proletariat, the real 
communists in the Maoist Third Worldist movement see the 
obvious: the real proletariat and its allies reside in the Third 
World.  While First World social-democrats fret about First 
Worlders not getting enough health care, they ignore the real 
crisis in places like Guatemala. 

Revolution is the only option for Guatemala to end centuries 
of exploitation. Currently, Guatemala’s resources benefit the 
populations of the First World. Only revolution can turn the 
tables and put the resources of Guatemala in the hands of 
Guatemalans. Revolution is the solution to end the starvation 
and easily preventable diseases that affect so many in the 
Third World. The answer for Guatemala and all of the Third 
World is an end to imperialism and the creation of a social 
system that truly serves the people. The principal 
contradiction of the world is between imperialism and 
exploited nations, and the food crisis in Guatemala is further 
proof of this.
[Sources cont on page 14]
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Aug. 1st, 2009- In Oxford, Alabama 
something awful is happening. A hill, 
on top of which lies a Native American 
rock mound, is being destroyed in order 
to procure fill-dirt for the construction 
of a new Sam’s Club a few miles away.

The rocks were arranged on the 200 
foot (60 meter) rise over a millennium 
ago. The site was fundamental in 
Indigenous rituals and gatherings in the 
area. According to Oxford head racist, 
mayor Leon Smith, the site is the 
“ugliest old hill in the world.” “Just a 
pile of old rocks,” he added about the 
mound. City officials plan to in the 
future remove the top of the hill, 
including the rock mound, to create an 
elevated, eight acre (3.25 hec) 
commercial development site that will 
overlook the Choccolocco Valley and 
city of Oxford. Sam’s Club, a division 
of Walmart Stores Inc, which is carving 
into the hill right now, is a growing 
chain of wholesale megastores. Like 
Walmart, Sam’s Club markets itself as 
increasing the purchasing power of First 
World consumers through low prices.

Oxford, Alabama is one locality in an 
entirely stolen continent. Since 1492, all 
‘development’ in Amerika has occurred 
hand in glove with the protracted 
genocide of Indigenous peoples. This 
genocide continues today. Those few 
Native Americans left which still have 
ties to the land are finding their historic 
claims increasing threatened by the 
federal and state governments and 
private interests. In the realm of ideas, 
Native identity and culture continue to 
be wiped out by Amerika. In Denver 
and elsewhere, the Sons of Italy and 
other racists conduct Kolumbus Day 
parades: celebrations of their 500 year 
conquest and occupation of the North 
American continent. Now in Oxford, 
Alabama, a clearly sacred site of an all 
but exterminated people is being 
destroyed with the intentions of creating 
more shopping opportunities at 
discount prices for Amerikans.

More significant is the connection 
between Amerika’s founding genocide 
and the system which fuels today’s 
consumerism: imperialism. It was in 
fact Amerika’s genocidal occupation of 
North America which provided a social, 
cultural and material launching pad for 
U.S. aggression abroad. It is no 
coincidence that during the 1890’s, 
after the ‘closing of the frontier,’ 
Amerika initiated a war with Spain and 
acquired through military occupations 
the colonies of Puerto Rico, the 
Philippines and Guam. Today this 
system is still in place and the U.S. 
virtually occupies the world. And it is 
precisely this history of aggression 
towards the Third World– and the 
resulting militarily imposed 
exploitation upon Third World 
peoples– which compels Sam’s Club 
and Walmart to bring ultra-low prices to 
ever more First World consumers, even 
at the cost of a clearly significant site 
for Native Americans.

While the outgoing scarification of the 
hill will likely continue, because of the 
extreme cultural chauvinism at a time 
when Amerika is attempting to re-
invent itself as multi-cultural and 
pluralistic, the removal of the actual 
rock mound may be halted through

effective campaigning at the reformist 
level. However, the real solution to this 
problem is nothing short of revolution.
 
That is because the destruction of the 
site has a deeper cause than simple 
racism or cultural chauvinism. 
Consumer culture, rapid environment 
degradation, continued annihilation of 
Indigenous heritage, wars of aggression 
and systemic Third World poverty are 
all connected through capitalist-
imperialism. Those who want to truly 
end Amerika’s continued genocide 
against Indigenous peoples and culture, 
as well as those who oppose 
consumerism, poverty and ecocide, 
should single out First World 
imperialism as the principal enemy in 
their related struggles. Those who truly 
want to create a new, better world must 
unite with and promote the struggle of 
the world’s exploited and oppressed 
majority against the capitalist-
imperialist system.
Sources:
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/
nationworld/
2009507533_apusindianmounddispute.
html?syndication=rss
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2009/07/21/
AR2009072100460.html

Sacred, Indigenous Site Made Into 
Fill Dirt for New Sam’s Club,
Revolution Needed



13

Likewise, the U.N. and the World Food 
Programme are institutions set up and 
lorded over by imperialists to preserve 
current class structure, not dissolve it.  

The WFP nearly goes so far to admit 
this. According to WFP, chronic hunger 
leads to social and political instability, 
that is, instability to the social and 
political structures which maintain a 
state of poverty and looming hunger for 
most of the world's people. Thus, the 
WFP's implicit position is to mitigate 
instability through food rations, while 
providing no long term solution to the 
causes of poverty and hunger. Yum! 
Brand's slogan for their own campaign 
is moving millions "from hunger to 
hope."

For the Third World masses, those who 
regularly find themselves victim of 

preventable hunger, such "hope" is 
illusionary and short lived. While Yum! 
claims it has helped save the lives of 4 
million people "in remote corners of the 
world," the real effect has been keeping 
4 million people dependent on constant 
food aid. In fact, despite the publicized 
'concern' of image-conscious 
corporations such as Yum! Brands, 
hunger created by imperialism is 
increasing. Instead of finding a real 
solution to world hunger, such food aid 
programs hold back real solutions while 
keeping oppressed peoples passive and 
dependent.

Liberation from global poverty will not 
come via charity from those who create 
and benefit from it. Solutions capable of 
ending hunger will only arise as a direct 
affront to such self-congratulatory 
tactics of 'benevolent' corporations and 
their obese, petty-exploiter customers. 

An end to global poverty and hunger 
means economies and development 
directed by the vast majority to meet 
their own needs, not controlled and 
leeched upon by the imperialist First 
World. 

Sources:

http://www.chainleader.com/article/
CA6698439.html
http://www.un.org/apps/news/
story.asp?NewsID=14831&Cr=Africa
&Cr1=food

[http://raimd.wordpress.com/2009/10/
26/yum-brands-pr-department-
launches-world-hunger-relief-
campaign-doesnt-really-care/]

Yum! Brands cont.

On Saturday October 10, 2009 there was another wack ass 
parade of white settlers celebrating Kolumbus Day, 
disrespecting Native peoples, and engrossing themselves in 
settler parasitism. Denver has been an epicenter of resistance 
to this celebration of genocide and racism, as Colorado was 
the first state to officially celebrate Columbus Day over 100 
years ago.

This year’s protest was different, as the official organized 
opposition to the parade, Transform Columbus Day, did not 
put out a call to protest the parade this year.  Colorado AIM 
put out an advisory for Native elders and children to avoid 
downtown Denver and the parade.  Nevertheless the 
controversy over the parade stayed in the news, mainly 
because of an attempted media prank by a Kolumbus Day 
opponent where a press release was 
sent out saying the parade was 
canceled. This later turned out to be a 
hoax.

We at RAIM thought that a bunch of 
cracker settlers celebrating being 
cracker settlers couldn’t go off without 
an anti-imperialist response.  So we 
issued a call to be out to confront the 
parade, not to take over leadership of 
this protest but to show that settler 
colonialism would not go off in Denver 
without resistance.  RAIM, along with 
about 20 other activist allies and others 
who came to protest the parade, made 
their presence known.

All of us gathered in this freezing Saturday morning to show 
opposition.  We chanted “Down With Kolumbus Day, 
Settlers (and Occupiers) Go Away!”  To liven up the anti-
colonial festivities we brought a piñata of Uncle Sam.  
Protesters had whacks at it with a shoe, in honor of Al-Zaidi 
in Iraq.  The media and parade pigs made a big deal about 
dwindling numbers at the protests, but the parade itself had 
fewer numbers too, even factoring in the weather.  As usual, 
it was made up of mostly gas-guzzling Hummers and empty 
flat bed semis.  There was lots of pigs out.  Some group of 
right wing assholes in camo gear stood across the street, one 
was visibly carrying a sheathed knife.

It seems that the celebration of Kolumbus Day overall is 
declining.  A corporate media report states the declining 

interest in Kolumbus Day, of course not 
all for reasons of celebrating the 
beginning of the largest genocide in 
history.

Despite the smaller turnout at the 
protest, the parade organizers were 
spurred to respond to it this year.  From 
www.columbusdayparade.org:

    “Columbus Day Parade – Denver, CO
    A Message from the President
    Written by Richard SaBell
    Sunday, 11 October 2009 18:15
                                        [cont page 14]

RAIM-Denver: KKKolumbus Day Protest Reportback
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October 7th, 2009 was the 8th 
anniversary of the start of the current 
war in Afghanistan by the United 
States.  A number of national groups in 
the remaining U.S. anti-war movement 
called for actions.  Locally the Denver 
Anti-War Network (DAWN) called 
for a march many months ago, and it 
kicked off this day.  Many activists 
gathered for two separate events in 
Denver on October 7th, a march 
against the Afghanistan war, and a 
“Justice and Peace Jamboree” right 
after the march.

About 50 people mobilized for a rally 
and march that started at the Denver 
Federal Courthouse downtown.   A 
rally was held there for an hour.  A 
street theater was held about the 
situation in Afghanistan.  The crowd 
consisted of nominal anti-imperialists, 
anarchists, national liberation 
supporters, and anti-police brutality 
activists, along with RAIM members 
and supporters.   As it was a broad-
based march against the war in 
Afghanistan, there were many who 

advocated First Worldist, pro-Amerika 
politics.  RAIM provided many anti-
imperialist, anti-Amerika, anti-troop, 
and pro-Third World signs and slogans 
to promote our politics.  After the rally 
the march then set down 16th Street mall.  
It was small in comparison to previous 
anti-war rallies, but was spirited and 
opted for more charged slogans.  
“Number One Terrorist, U.S. 
Imperialists” were chanted by a large 
majority of the protesters for much of the 
march. The protest itself stayed on 
message, the notable interject of the so-
called health care debate in the march 
was a sign brought by a RAIM comrade: 
“The Real Health Care Crisis- Amerikan 
Imperialism.”

Protesters addressed multiple issues in 
their slogans. “From Iraq to Palestine, 
Occupation is a Crime” and “No Justice, 
No Peace, Control the Police” was 
chanted by the crowd.  The march ended 
at a military recruitment office along the 
way.  Visual images of the victims of the 
war were going to be displayed, for  
some truth in advertising in military 

     “...As evidenced by the wonderful 
but cold Columbus Day Parade on 
Saturday, the parade was not cancelled 
and was never in danger of being 
cancelled. Some have called the attempt 
to disrupt the parade a hoax but in truth 
the criminal impersonation of anyone is 
a serious matter. Denver Police have 
informed me the investigation is 
ongoing. As a private citizen, as 
President of the Columbus Day Parade 
committee, and as a member of the 
National Order Sons of Italy in America 
and Grand Lodge of Colorado, I will 
pursue this matter to the fullest extent of 
the law.

    “It is important to remember that in 
addition to honoring a brave explorer 
and acknowledging Italian American 
contribution to this country, Columbus 
day commemorates the beginnings of 
America itself. A National American 
holiday of great importance. I feel it is 
long overdue for a close look at who 
and what opposes this celebration. We 
have multimedia documentation of 
protestor signs reading “I hate the 
U.S.A.,” “Victory to Afghanistan,” 
“Death to Empire,” and an effigy of 
Uncle Sam used as a piñata and beaten 
with a shoe. Shouted slogans over a 
loudspeaker of “occupier go away,” and 
“hey little kid, your dad is a racist.” This 
yearly abuse of the Italian American 
community at the hands of individuals 
with no regard for the law of the land or 
the rights of their fellow citizens is a 
disgrace. Know that the Columbus Day 
Parade will take place next year despite 
any opposition, even Mother Nature.

    “To avoid any confusion or 
misunderstanding in the future I suggest 
you check our website for up to date 
info and a full contact list of anyone you 
may need. You may also call me direct 
720-323-4260. If you reach my voice 
mail, please leave a message and I will 
return your call directly.
    G. Richard SaBell
    President
    Columbus Day Parade Committee”

Sabell does accurately reflect the signs 
and piñata that were at the protest.  He 
is wrong to say that all who oppose the 
parade are against Amerika, but we at 
RAIM definately are.  He is accurate in 
saying that the Kolumbus Day holiday 
commemorates the legacy of Amerika, 
that of racism, colonialism, and 
genocide.  He attacks the supposed 
unsavory characters who protest the 
parade but ignores the shady supporters 
of the celebration that include white 
supremacists, neo-Nazis, the John Birch 
Society, and those who honor bringing 
Western civilization to the so-called 
New World because it is a “superior 
culture,” no matter the atrocities it 
brought.

This year’s protest kept alive a tradition 
of resistance to the racist parade and 
holiday, which started in Colorado over 
100 years ago.  Worldwide this 
resistance continues.

Sources:
1. “Guatemala declares calamity as food 
crisis grows.” CNN. September 9, 2009. 
http://www.cnn.com/2009/WORLD/
americas/09/09/guatemala.calamity/
index.html?eref=rss_world
2. “Guatemala declares hunger crisis” 
BBC. http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/americas/
8246782.stm
3. “Hunger Situation Desperate In 
Guatemala.” World Food Program press 
release. http://www.wfp.org/news/news-
release/wfp-executive-director-josette-
sheeran-hunger-situation-desperate-
guatemala
4. “Guatemalan Army Stole Children for 
Adoption, Report Says.” CNN http://
edition.cnn.com/2009/WORLD/americas/
09/12/guatemala.child.abduction/
5. “Diary: Guatemala food crisis.” BBC. 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/americas/
8254841.stm
[http://
monkeysmashesheaven.wordpress.com/
2009/09/20/guatemala-in-food-crisis-
revolution-is-the-solution/]
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recruitment, but was prevented by 
the pigs who were already there 
blocking the recruitment 
entrance.

For the small size of the march, 
the police presence was large. 
The federal police at the 
courthouse put cameras in front 
of and photographed protesters, 
and generally intimidated those 
expressing free speech rights.  
Before stepping off, a speaker 
noted one local cop who was 
involved in a brutality case 
against a citizen.  He called the 
pig, who is black, a “twisted 
uncle tom” through a megaphone. 
Along the march anti-police 
brutality activist Shareef Aleem 
noted the large amount of pigs 
who followed the peaceful march. 
The police repression locally was 
also brought up, as well as the 
recent piggery against activists in 
Pittsburgh who were protesting at 
the G-20 meetings.  Everywhere 
along the march route Denver 
pigs were there to meet us.

The after-event, the Justice and 
Peace Jamboree, was held at a 
local restaurant and music venue, 
the Mercury Cafe, and was 
attended by over 70 people.  It 
was quite diverse, featuring a 
moving play about the Israeli 
settler state entitled Seven Jewish 
Children; interesting poetry by 
local poet Lenny C, hip hop by 
local group the Golden Soldiers; 
and speeches by local activists for 
a number of causes and 
organizations.  Denver RAIM 
member, Hector, gave a short, 
powerful speech which 
highlighted the fact the it’s not 
Bush or Obama that’s the 
problem, it’s Amerika.  Several 
RAIM supporters picked up the 
latest issue of the RAIM Global 
Digest and we got a chance to 
meet and get our message out to 
new people.

The numbers at this march and 
rally were expectedly small, as it 
was one of the first anti-war 
actions under the Obama 
administration.  On the other-
hand, Obamamania has pulled 
some of the most reformist, pro-
Amerika elements out of the anti-
war movement, leaving the more 
radical sectors.  This was evident 
in Denver, as more moderate 
activists were absent at this 
march, leaving space for anti-
imperialist slogans and direction.

Nationally the remnants of the 
anti-war movement called for 
protests around this anniversary 
date as Obama escalates war in 
Afghanistan and Pakistan.  
Earlier in a march in Washington 
DC the corporate media reported 
almost 100 arrests at the marches 
there.  It remains to be seen where 
the anti-war movement will go in 
the U.S. under Obama.

In the end, marches and protests 
of 40 people or 40,000, even with 
anti-imperialist slogans, will not 
end the war. Revolutionary Anti-
Imperialists know occupied 
peoples can only be truly 
liberated through their own 
accord. However, as allies of the 
oppressed Third World masses in 
the First World, one thing we can 
do is build public opinion in favor 
of their struggle. For those who 
truly desire change, there is little 
reason to reach out to the middle 
ground, water-down our message 
and pander to a progressive 
Amerikan majority that doesn’t 
exist. For revolutionary anti-
imperialists, our message to 
Denver’s anti-war movement is 
clear: true change will only come 
through an end to imperialism, 
through a revolution of the 
world’s oppressed people against 
First World imperialism and 
Amerika; those who really 
support real change must support 
the Third World struggle and the 
defeat of Amerika.

The following was delivered by Comrade Hector 
on October 7th, 2009, the 8th anniversary of the 
invasion of Afghanistan. In the speech, the RAIM 
comrade tells the audience of anti-war and police 
brutality activists, anarchists and RAIM 
supporters that the problem is not Bush or Obama, 
it is Amerika.

“Leonard Peltier is a political prisoner – an artist, a 
writer, a father whose life has been stolen. Locked 
away for defending his land. Locked away in 
Amerikkka’s dungeons. He just sent an open letter 
to the president. To paraphrase: ‘I am not Bush’s 
political prisoner. I am your political prisoner 
now.’ He is Obama’s responsibility. This is an 
important point, especially for the liberals here 
whose politics begin and end with ‘throw out the 
Bush regime.’ Well, Bush is gone. Surprise, 
surprise. Amerikkka is still at war. Two wars 
wasn’t enough. Iraq, Afghanistan, and now 
Pakistan. And Iran is in the cross hairs. A recent 
poll shows a majority of Amerikans, Republican 
and Democrat or “Independent,” want to use force 
on Iran right now. Iran is in the crosshairs and it’s 
Obama with his finger on the trigger and your 
average Joe Amerikan cheering him on.

These wars are not just wars of the ‘right wing,’ or 
‘conservative, or ‘Republican’ wars. These aren’t 
Bush’s wars. They are Obama’s now. More 
accurately, they are Amerika’s wars. And, it will 
take more to stop these wars, and the next war and 
the one after that, than marching in the streets 
holding signs. This shit goes back to 1492, even 
earlier. The crusaders, KKKolumbus, Manifest 
Destiny, chattle slavery, the endless imperialist 
wars of the last century.

 In 1492, KKKolumbus sailed the ocean blue.. then 
he landed and killed everyone who wasn’t 
European.  Exterminated the Taino peoples. That’s 
the real story.

Yesterday, it was the US genocide of South East 
Asia, the propping-up and financing of death squad 
states in Latin America, the rape and enslavement 
of Africa. Today it’s killing Pakistanis with 
unmanned drones. What will it be tomorrow?

The problem is bigger than Democrats and 
Republicans. Bigger than Bush and Obama. The 
problem [cont page 16] 
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is Amerika, and Amerikans. We can’t let 
Amerikans, and the Amerikan working class off the 
hook. Even the poorest Amerikan benefits from imperialism.

Yet Amerikans have the hypocrisy to point their fingers at 
the Third World. They call the Iranian president a “holocaust 
denier.” Yet Amerikans are the biggest holocaust deniers on 
the planet. It was the US that largely exterminated the whole 
continent of North America, from sea to shining sea — the 
largest genocide in history, thousands of civilizations gone 
forever – tens of millions killed by Uncle Sam.

In Zimbabwe, a recent report condemned Mugabe because 
he ‘only’ paid three percent in compensation to the 
imperialists during his land reform program. Let me get this 
straight. The imperialist come to Africa, they steal the land 
from the Africans, they disrupt the African traditional way of 
life, the imperialists impose white supremacist terrorist states 
on Africans, then when those Africans take their land back, 
the imperialists call it ‘theft’ and impose sanctions to strangle 
Zimbabwe, to punish the Africans, to make them OBEY. 
When Mugabe turned the tables and gave land to the poor 
Africans, he is a ‘thief,’ yet the imperialists think nothing 
about stealing whole countries as was the case in Zimbabwe 
or whole continents as was the case in the Americas. The 
only compensation the Africans received was the whites 

imposing a terroristic white supremacist state to keep them 
in bondage. The only compensations the Indigenous received 
in North America was to be killed or herded into reservations 
on the worst land, to have their children stolen and culture 
stripped away.

Remember the pigs earlier today who dared us to cross their 
invisible line on the ground? The pigs told us that we could 
not stand on parts of the sidewalk in front of the building? 
Who the fuck are they to say anything about where we can 
and can’t go on this land? This is Mexican and Indigenous 
land. It’s Uncle Sam who squats here on borrowed time. This 
land will be returned to its rightful owners. These crackers 
will get a taste of revolution – the power of the Third World 
over the First World. RAIM opposes the war. More than that, 
RAIM opposes Amerika and Amerikans.

The vast majority of humanity in the Third World barely 
survives on about $2.50 a day. Yet, Amerikans and the First 
World as a whole plop themselves down in front of their 
stupid boxes, one hand glued to a remote controller, the other 
in a bag of Cheetos. Amerikans waste their lives away on the 
back of others. RAIM is out to settle the score. RAIM is 
going to turn the tables.”

RAIM Speech cont
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